I. Mr Annandale exhibited to the Society a preparation which was interesting in connexion with EXCISION OF THE hip-joint.
About four months ago he showed to the Society a preparation, which consisted of the head of the femur, which he had excised for hip-joint disease. The patient proceeded favourably for about two months?so much so, that the operation wound was entirely healed. One sinus still discharged a little, but a splint was applied in the hope that he might be enabled to go out. Shortly afterwards he was seized with dropsy, affecting the whole body more or less ; and, although under medical treatment the dropsy disappeared, he became emaciated, and died. It was found that the liver and kidneys were diseased ; and it was in consequence of his deatli that he obtained the preparation. After the patient's death, it was found that the cartilage of the acetabulum was destroyed, and that a kind of membrane had formed over the exposed bone.
He believed that if the patient had lived this membrane would have become gradually converted into fibrous texture, and the whole of the exposed bone healed. He thought that the case was encouraging as regarded the performance of the operation, more especially as all the diseased portion seemed to have been removed, and a new joint was being apparently formed.
II. He then showed a specimen removed from a case on which he performed excision of the head of the femur, about ten days ago. In this case the articular cartilage was destroyed in a great measure, and that which remained was very much thinned and separated from the bone. Before the operation, the patient was suffering much pain, and could not bear the slightest pressure upon the trochanter major. The Before we got into the house, however, the pain had passed off, and she was quiet. I was told by her mother that shortly after the husband left for the doctor, the pains became very severe and frequent. So terribly severe were they, and so beyond anything she had ever seen, that she became quite frightened, and sought the assistance of a neighbour. I made an examination, and found the head well down on the perinceum, and everything apparently right. The patient herself told me that the pains had been exceedingly severe, and that she was very glad of the rest she was then getting. I mention this for the purpose of showing, that beyond the severe pains she had had, she felt nothing particular the matter with her.
After waiting some time, as there was no recurrence of the pains, I passed my hand over the surface of the abdomen, and was struck with the distinctness with which the projecting parts of the foetus could be felt through the abdominal parietes. interest, as he had been requested, when in Australia, to examine a woman in a lunatic asylum there. At the first examination he gave it as his opinion that she was pregnant, but after an interval he examined her again, and found the abdomen tympanitic. He thought he heard the foetal heart when he first examined, but was not perfectly certain ; at the second examination he could hear no heart sound, and then was of opinion the woman was not pregnant. The woman was soon after delivered of a premature dead child, which explained the two opinions he gave. Dr Thomson also made a few remarks as to the importance of such cases as Dr M. Duncan had described being brought before the Society.
